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This briefing is strictly for your information. It is a summary of some current public policy issues, 

including pending legislation, that involve moral and biblical principles. While suggested action may be 

included from time to time, no specific position by EFCC is implied. If you do not wish to receive further 

briefings of this nature, please unsubscribe as shown at the bottom of this document. 
 

In California 
 

California Bills Face Deadline to Advance – To continue to their second house, all bills must be out of their house of 

origin by May 27. All the bills expanding abortion have either moved to the floor of their first house or are in the 

opposite house now. If you would like to share your views on any measures with floor votes pending, contact your 

assembly member for Assembly bills and your state senator for Senate bills. Find them here. Below are a few bills 

related to the issue of life:  
 

AB 1918 will use an estimated $40 million in taxpayer funds toward the recruitment and training of a “Reproductive 

Health Service Corps” offering tuition scholarships and stipends to medical students who agree to sign up for the 

“corps” to provide abortion and gender-affirming services, among others, in underserved areas.  

AB 2223 was recently amended, due to substantial public pressure. This is good, as the language regarding infanticide 

was changed. However, according to National Center for Law & Policy’s Dean Broyles, the amended text (“perinatal 

death due to causes that occurred in utero”) “appears to still protect those who fail to provide medical assistance to 

abortion-injured babies born alive.” The California Welfare and Institutions Code defines “perinatal” as the period up 

to one month after birth. Further, the bill still allows a woman to self-abort at any stage of pregnancy (even after 

viability) with no repercussions for her or anyone aiding or assisting her with the abortion. AB 2223 also creates a 

chilling effect on any investigations of newborn deaths by law enforcement or coroners due to substantial penalties 

required ($25,000 plus other awards) if state actors violate or aid in the violation of any rights under the bill. Read 

more about this bill at ab2223.org. Firm pressure on assembly members from their constituents could still kill AB 2223 

on the Assembly floor. 

SB 1142 establishes the “Abortion Practical Support Fund” using taxpayer dollars. This fund will provide grants to 

nonprofits to pay expenses such as travel, meals, lodging, childcare, and lost wages for “pregnant people” seeking 

abortions who must travel outside their area within the state. Currently the fund will also provide grants to women 

coming from other states that have restrictions on abortions. The authors anticipate this number to grow if the U.S. 

Supreme Court ultimately overturns the Roe decision. 
 

Minors May Receive Vaccines without Consent – SB 866 passed the Senate floor by the minimum number of votes 

(21) on May 12. The bill will allow children 12 and older to request and receive FDA-approved vaccines without 

parental knowledge or consent. Opponents voiced objections regarding the infringement of parental rights, the ability 

of children to understand and actually give consent, as well as whether minors would even be aware of health issues 

that might make the vaccine a danger to them. Sen Rosalie Ochoa Bogh (R-Redlands) rose to give an impassioned 

speech conveying some of these concerns. View it here. SB 866 moves to the Assembly now, where it will first be 

heard in the Assembly Judiciary Comm. 
 

Find a list of additional bills in several different topic areas at judeochristiancaucus.com/bills-and-resolutions. 

(Referrals for informational purposes only, does not imply an endorsement by EFCC of the opinions or contents of the site.) 

 

Supervisors Vote to Redefine Women – On May 10, the San Diego County Board of Supervisors voted to adopt the 

Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in San Diego. The 3-2 party-line vote 

included Supervisors Nathan Fletcher, Terra Lawson-Remer and Nora Vargas supporting the new ordinance, with 

Supervisors Joel Anderson and Jim Desmond opposed. While most of the text is noncontroversial, the redefinition of 

“women and girls” is what drew scores of speakers, including area pastors, both in person and on the phone to this and 

a prior meeting. Going forward, the County will recognize: “Women and girls shall mean those who identify as women 

and girls, and shall include Transgender Women, gender nonconforming women, youth and girls, and those assigned 

female at birth, which includes Transgender Men and Intersex communities.” Further, “Gender shall mean the 

characteristics of women, men, girls, and boys that are socially constructed. As a gender construct, gender can vary 

among cultures and change over time.”  

https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1918
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2223
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=14134.5.&article=4.&highlight=true&keyword=perinatal
https://www.californiafamily.org/ab2223/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1142
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB866
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjS0-ex_1Sw
https://ajud.assembly.ca.gov/
https://www.judeochristiancaucus.com/bills-and-resolutions
https://mcusercontent.com/5657be7bd78000fed1bad882d/files/626f61b2-c56c-df09-e8c4-262155e1be1f/CEDAW_Draft_OrdinanceCleanHL.pdf


 This new definition, to be implemented in all county facilities, will mean that biological men who identify as 

women will have access to women’s jails and prisons, homeless shelters and domestic violence shelters. Board 

Chairman Nathan Fletcher stated, “Equality has never been easy, but we have to continue to do this.” Expressing 

concerns, Supervisor Desmond stated, “This definition is unbalanced; it directly infringes on the rights of biological 

women. I do support the CEDAW as it was written. But I cannot support it as it is written today.” Supervisor Anderson 

also noted, “I’m concerned that in the wrong hands this language would be weaponized and used to take advantage of 

women again.” 

 The County will now perform an “intersectional gender analysis” and then draft a five-year “gender equity” plan to 

implement the ordinance in County programs, offices, commissions, etc. Read more here and here.  
 

In the Courts 
Country Poised for the Overturning of Roe and Casey – On May 2, Politico published an early draft opinion in the 

case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health, the authenticity of which was confirmed by Chief Justice John Roberts. 

The case involves the State of Mississippi’s ban on most abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy and the decision was 

expected this summer. The draft was obtained by Politico from an as-yet unnamed source who breached the ethical 

boundaries of the nation’s highest court by leaking the internally circulating document. In the draft, written by Justice 

Samuel Alito, he states, “The inescapable conclusion is that a right to abortion is not deeply rooted in the Nation’s 

history and traditions … The Constitution does not prohibit the citizens of each State from regulating or prohibiting 

abortion. [Roe v. Wade] and [Planned Parenthood v. Casey] arrogated that authority. We now overrule those decisions 

and return that authority to the people and their elected representatives.” If the draft is reflective of the ultimate ruling, 

abortion would not become illegal nationwide, but the issue would be returned to the states for the people and their 

elected representatives to decide. Please pray for the protection of our Supreme Court Justices and, potentially, the 

saving of countless tiny lives created in God’s image. 
 

High Court Delivers Unanimous Religious Liberty Ruling – Earlier this month, the U.S. Supreme Court decided in 

favor of Hal Shurtleff and his Christian organization, Camp Constitution, in Shurtleff v. City of Boston. There are four 

flagpoles outside Boston City Hall, one each for the U.S., Massachusetts and Boston flags, as well as a fourth for 

private organizations to raise flags as a public forum. Mr. Shurtleff’s 2017 request that the City of Boston raise the 

Christian flag to celebrate Constitution Day and Citizenship Day on September 17 had been denied because the 

application said the word “Christian.” The City had approved 284 such requests with no denials. The Court wrote, 

“Boston did not make the raising and flying of private groups’ flags a form of government speech. That means, in turn, 

that Boston’s refusal to let Shurtleff and Camp Constitution raise their flag based on its religious viewpoint 'abridg[ed]' 

their 'freedom of speech.’” In his concurrence, Justice Gorsuch wrote, “How did the city get it so wrong?” 

 Mat Staver, Liberty Counsel’s founder and chairman said, “This 9-0 decision from the Supreme Court strikes a 

victory for private speech in a public forum. This case is so much more significant than a flag. Boston openly 

discriminated against viewpoints it disfavored when it opened the flagpoles to all applicants and then excluded 

Christian viewpoints. Government cannot censor religious viewpoints under the guise of government speech.” Read 

more here.  

In the News 
“Sextortion” on the Rise in San Diego – Children are being targeted by adults posing as children (often teens) via 

online platforms where they will draw the unsuspecting youth (often girls) into sexually explicit activity while the 

adult secretly records them. The videos are then used to extort money from the teen so the recordings will not be 

posted online. This is “sextortion.” The San Diego FBI is warning parents that this criminal activity is increasingly 

targeting boys online, including on gaming platforms. Find a list of tips to protect you and your children here. 

In Prayer 
Father, so many of us are experiencing difficult times financially, emotionally, and socially. As we watch the news and 

listen to public discourse, we see a people divided, and often angry. The fabric of decency in our country, already 

threadbare, has been torn. Lord, help us to be part of the mending process by being Your ambassadors and winsomely 

conveying your tenets with compassion that others might desire to follow You. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
 

 

This briefing was prepared by the EFCC Biblical Citizenship Committee. Referrals to websites are for informational purposes, and do not 

necessarily imply an endorsement by EFCC of the contents of those sites. To subscribe or unsubscribe, or if you have any questions, please e-

mail Penny Harrington (penny.harrington@cox.net ; 760.224.4744. 
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