
   Biblical Citizenship Briefing 
            June 2022 

 

This briefing is strictly for your information. It is a summary of some current public policy issues, 

including pending legislation, that involve moral and biblical principles. While suggested action may be 

included from time to time, no specific position by EFCC is implied. If you do not wish to receive further 

briefings of this nature, please unsubscribe as shown at the bottom of this document. 
 

In California 
New Abortion Sanctuary Bills Introduced as Others Continue to Advance – As the July 1st deadline for bills to 

complete the policy committee process in their second house nears, the pace in Sacramento has quickened. Already, 

many bills are heading to fiscal committees and floor votes. Below are updates on a few “reproductive rights” bills we 

have discussed as well as several other measures. The Legislature will be on recess in July, a good time to visit your 

legislators in their districts, and then the 2022 session will wrap up with fiscal hearings and floor votes in August. Gov. 

Newsom will have the month of September to decide the fate of bills that are sent to him.  

AB 657 is a bill carried over from 2021 that was not originally related to abortion. Its text was completely gutted and 

amended to allow agencies that license healthcare professionals to expedite the licensure process for applicants who 

can demonstrate that they will provide abortions as part of their practice. No abortion services? Wait in line.  

AB 657 will be considered in the Senate Bus. & Prof. Comm. June 27. (Contact your state senator with your views.) 

AB 2223 continues to advance. Having passed the Assembly on May 26, it then passed the Senate Judiciary Comm. 

and will be heard in the Senate Health Comm. on June 29. The bill was originally termed the “infanticide bill,” but was 

amended following intense public pressure. There are still serious concerns, however. In its analysis of the amended 

language, the American Center for Law and Justice states, “[U]nder the bill a person could not be subject to civil or 

criminal liability or penalty if they withheld (omitted) care from either a full term or premature infant born alive who 

subsequently dies due to lack of care.” Read more here and here. (Contact your state senator with your views.) 

SB 1142, an abortion tourism bill, passed the Senate and the Assembly Health Comm. on June 21. If passed, it now 

moves to the Asm. Judiciary Comm. to be heard on June 28. SB 1142 will provide grants from the taxpayer- and 

privately-funded “Abortion Practical Support Fund” to pay for travel, meals, childcare and lost wages for “pregnant 

people” who travel within or from outside California for an abortion. (Contact your assembly member with your 

views.) 

SCA 10 (just introduced on June 8) creates a state constitutional amendment to enshrine the right to abortion in the 

California Constitution. The measure, being rushed through the legislative process, must pass with a 2/3 vote in both 

houses by June 30 to be placed on the November 2022 ballot for California voters to decide. The text places no limits 

on abortion and, if passed, the “right” would be guaranteed unless the issue was once again placed before and changed 

by voters. The amendment’s author, Sen. Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) was clearly prompted by the leaked draft opinion 

in the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health case. She stated in her introductory press release, “By ensuring that 
Californians have the right to choose enshrined in our constitution, we will make certain that everyone can determine 

their own future as they see fit, regardless of the political whims of a radicalized Supreme Court.” SCA 10 passed the 

Senate on June 20 and Assembly Judiciary Comm. on June 23. (Contact your assembly member with your views.) 

SB 866, the bill to allow minors 12 and older to consent to FDA-approved vaccines without parental knowledge or 

consent, was recently amended on the Assembly floor to increase the age of consent to 15. This was a compromise by 

the author for the considerable pushback by parents and some of those in his own party, but 15 remains very young to 

understand one’s health history and make health decisions. SB 866 is due for a floor vote in the Assembly at any time. 

(Contact your assembly member with your views.) 
 

What can you do? Pray for the hearts and minds of our legislators to see the value of precious life created in the image 

of God. Consider calling either your state senator or assembly member, as noted in the explanation of each bill, with 

your views. Find them here. 
 

Check the current status of these measures, as well as additional bills in several different topic areas, at 

 judeochristiancaucus.com/bills-and-resolutions (Referrals for informational purposes only, does not imply an 

endorsement by EFCC of the opinions or contents of the site.) 

 
AG Bonta Issues “Warning” about Crisis Pregnancy Centers – On June 1, California Attorney General Rob Bonta 

issued a consumer alert regarding what he considers “the limited and potentially misleading nature of the services 
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provided by crisis pregnancy centers.” Sadly, many abortion supporters are unaware of the array of free services and 

support that pregnancy centers and medical clinics provide – among them ultrasounds by trained medical clinicians, 

sexual health and parenting education, post-abortion counseling, as well as baby and toddler clothing and supplies. 

This state-sponsored “warning” comes at a time when there have been multiple reports of pro-life clinics being 

attacked across the country. One group known as Jane’s Revenge claims responsibility for numerous incidents ranging 

from vandalism to fire-bombing, and has declared “open season” on those who “impersonate healthcare providers.” 

Please pray – Father, we ask You to place Your hand of protection on all the organizations across the nation seeking to 

save tiny lives, minister to moms-to-be, and bring healing to women and men affected by abortion. (Read more here.) 

In the Courts 
High Court Rules Public Funds May Be Used for Religious Education – On June 21, the U.S. Supreme Court 

decided (6-3) the religious freedom case, Carson v. Makin, in which Maine had denied students the ability to use state 

tuition funds for private religious schools. The majority opinion, written by Chief Justice John Roberts, held, “Maine’s 

‘nonsectarian’ requirement for otherwise generally available tuition assistance payments violates the Free Exercise 

Clause.” In addition, Roberts stated, “Maine’s program cannot survive strict scrutiny. A neutral benefit program in 

which public funds flow to religious organizations through the independent choices of private benefit recipients does 

not offend the Establishment Clause.”  

Alliance Defending Freedom Senior Counsel John Bursch declared, “When the government offers parents school 

choice, it can’t take away choices that are deemed ‘too religious’ or withhold funds from those who choose religious 

schools when the state offers those funds to everybody else. Today’s decision from the Supreme Court affirms our 

country’s abiding principle of religious liberty and, importantly, allows Maine parents the freedom to send their 

children to schools that align with their beliefs.” Read more here. The decisions in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 

(regarding Roe) and Kennedy v. Bremerton School District (regarding a praying coach) are expected within days. 
 

Christian Colleges in the Crosshairs – California’s Azusa Pacific University, Westmont College, La Sierra University 

and Fuller Seminary are among 40 faith-based institutions targeted in a class-action lawsuit (here, and amended here) 

asking the U.S. Department of Education to end Title IX religious exemptions for Christian higher education. The suit 

was filed by the Religious Exemption Accountability Project and claims the schools “actively discriminate on the basis 

of sexual orientation and gender identity/expression.” The “gender fluid” Azusa Pacific student asserts that he was 

discriminated against “because [the school’s] policies and practices, including in its current student handbook, prohibit 

sexual intimacy outside of marriage and endorse the doctrine that marriage is between a man and a woman.” Like other 

Christian universities, these are the basic Christian principles that all students are asked to adhere to. California Family 

Council reports that the Council of Christian Colleges and Universities intervened in the case and emphasized the 

importance of Christian education: “Faith-based higher education has always been an essential element of the diversity 

of higher education in the United States – many of the first colleges and universities in the country were religious – 

and it is crucial that students continue to be given the opportunity to choose and access the college of their choice in a 

diverse educational landscape.” After initially stating it would vigorously defend the religious schools, the Department 

of Justice has updated its filing indicating that the Department of Education is reviewing its policy. Read more here 

and here. 

In the News 
President Issues Executive Order – On June 15, President Biden issued a far-reaching executive order intended, in 

part, to push back against some state laws prohibiting teaching children about sexual orientation and gender identity 

prior to third grade, as well as those banning minors suffering with gender dysphoria from receiving hormone therapy, 

surgeries and other irreversible “gender-affirming care” prior to a certain age. The order also seeks to warn the public 

of harms from “so-called conversion therapy” without defining the term and requests an action plan to end the practice 

around the world. The Federal Trade Commission is charged with determining whether conversion therapy is an unfair 

or deceptive practice. If the FTC does, what will that mean for Christian counselors treating those with unwanted 

same-sex attraction or gender dysphoria who are seeking assistance? In her statement regarding the order, Julie Marie 

Blake, senior counsel with Alliance Defending Freedom, states, “Every American is protected under the Constitution 

to freely live and work according to their religious beliefs, and President Biden can’t remove those fundamental rights 

with a stroke of his pen. It is a gross overreach of his authority, for example, to mandate what Christian counselors can 

say, or not say, in private conversations with their clients.” Read more here and here.  
 

This briefing was prepared by the EFCC Biblical Citizenship Committee. Referrals to websites are for informational purposes, and do not 

necessarily imply an endorsement by EFCC of the contents of those sites. To subscribe or unsubscribe, or if you have any questions, please e-

mail Penny Harrington (penny.harrington@cox.net ; 760.224.4744.  www.efcc.org/biblical-citizenship  
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