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This briefing is strictly for your information. It is a summary of some current public policy issues, including pending 

legislation, that involve moral and biblical principles. While suggested action may be included from time to time, no 

specific position by EFCC is implied. If you do not wish to receive further briefings of this nature, please unsubscribe as 

shown at the bottom of this document. 
 

In California 
New Legislature Sworn in December 5 – The newly-elected California Legislature will convene for an organizational 

session on December 5. All members will be sworn in at that time and new legislation for the 2023-2024 session can be 

introduced from then until February 17. On January 4, the Legislature will officially convene for general business. See a 

full schedule of the year’s business here. Legislation passed in 2022 will go into effect on January 1.  

The November election results have not been certified as of this writing. More than 200,000 vote-by-mail and 

provisional ballots remain to be counted, with some contests still very close. After December 5, you should be able to find 

your 2023-24 state senator and assemblymember with a link to their websites and contact information at 

findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov. Find a helpful resource about communicating with your elected representatives here. There 

are spaces provided to note specific contact information. 
 

Prop 1 Paves the Way for Unrestricted Late-Term Abortion – California voters have now amended the California 

Constitution to legalize unrestricted abortion and create a right to undefined “reproductive freedom” by a wide margin of 

67% to 33%. Due to the deceptive way the ballot information was written and insufficient funding for the opposition to 

reach large numbers of voters through secular media, many voters may have been unaware of the extreme nature of the 

law they were creating. Up to this point, while late-term abortions happened here, they were considered “unauthorized” 

unless a physician determined “continuation of the pregnancy posed no risk to life or health of the pregnant person.” (CA 

Health and Safety Code Sec. 123468). Prop 1’s language, however, has no restrictions, including any beyond viability.  

The Washington D.C.-based Dupont Clinic was quick to take advantage of the new abortion access tweeting,  

“DuPont Clinic is thrilled to announce that we are expanding to Los Angeles, California! We plan to open Fall 2023 under 

the leadership of @famplanObGyn. The need for all-trimester abortion care has never been greater.” (Emphasis added.) 

Their website states, “If you are 26 weeks or later into your pregnancy, we can still see you, regardless of your 

medical history, background, or fetal indications. We do not require any particular ‘reason’ to be seen here – if you would 

like to terminate your pregnancy, we support you in that decision.” An abortion at this stage ends the life of what is 

generally considered a viable baby, as premature infants have survived when born even earlier than this. Read more here.  

While these revelations are desperately sad to those who support life at all stages, California Family Council noted 

following the election, “Pro-lifers may not be able to fight back against Governor Newsom’s radical abortion agenda on 

their own, but they do have the power to foster a culture of life through individual interactions. Through compassionate 

encounters and education, pro-lifers have saved lives time and time again. By continuing to spread information about the 

life affirming options available, pro-lifers can change the landscape in California one encounter at a time.”   

Pray – Father, we ask You to show us ways to protect life in our community. Organizations that strive to help 

pregnant women choose life are under attack from those who oppose their good work. Please direct those facing 

unplanned pregnancies to these non-profit life-affirming clinics and supply the funding and volunteers required to meet 

the needs of these women through pregnancy and beyond. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
 

Billboards Sell California as Abortion Destination – Beyond the abortion legislation Gov. Newsom signed in 2022 and 

the taxpayer-funded abortion website he created, Gov. Newsom went so far as to use his reelection campaign funds to 

purchase billboards encouraging abortion-minded women to travel for a destination abortion. Several of these include 

Mark 12:31, “Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no greater commandment than these.” This use of Scripture to 

promote the killing of innocents prompted California Family Council to begin a campaign titled “This is Your Neighbor.” 

Watch the video at thisisyourneighbor.com. In addition, Pastor John MacArthur of Grace Community Church in Sun 

Valley wrote an open letter to the governor calling him to repentance for misquoting Scripture. Read more here.  
 

Transgender Sanctuary Bill Prompts Lawsuit – Sen. Scott Wiener’s (D-San Francisco) bill to allow minors to travel to 

California to receive “gender-affirming healthcare” not available in their state (SB 107) will go into effect on January 1. 

Christian legal firms have warned that the bill is an attack on parental rights by allowing one parent to bring a child here 

for puberty blockers and even mutilating surgery without the permission of the other parent. Such action by even a 

noncustodial parent would be permitted. Additionally, the new law authorizes “a court to take temporary jurisdiction 

because a child has been unable to obtain gender-affirming health care.” Read the legal analysis by Pacific Justice 

Institute here. 
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Now legal action is pending. Chloe Cole, an 18-year-old woman who testified against SB 107 in Sacramento 

committee hearings, has filed a detailed letter of intent to sue Kaiser Permanente. Cole began experiencing gender 

confusion at age 9 and wanted to “transition” to become a boy. Her parents believed what “professionals” had told them 

about the risk of suicide if she was deterred from her goal. The legal letter states, “Chloe has been informed by her parents 

that Defendants even gave them the ultimatum: “would you rather have a dead daughter or a live son?”  

Cole’s parents pursued the “treatments” for her beginning at age 13, which consisted of puberty blockers, hormone 

treatments and, ultimately, a double mastectomy at age 15 – all through Kaiser clinicians and facilities with only minimal 

copays for her medical expenses. Cole said, “My parents were sold a lie just like I was.” She added, “They put me on this 

really harmful path, and now I’m stunted developmentally—not only my body but my brain. It’s very likely that my brain 

development was affected by the [puberty] blockers and testosterone, and I don’t know if I’ll be able to have children 

because I started taking it so young.” The letter details the risks of the treatment and the fact that most confused young 

people outgrow the dysphoria by the end of puberty. Cole’s lawsuit seeks “punitive damages based on the evidence of 

malice, oppression and fraud.” Read more here and here. 
 

In Congress 
Congress Poised to Pass Federal Same-Sex Marriage Bill – On November 29, the U.S. Senate passed the “Respect for 

Marriage Act” (Act) by a 61-36 vote – just beyond the 60-vote requirement. Proponents of the bill (H.R. 8404) assert that 

it merely codifies the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2015 Obergefell v. Hodges decision with respect to same-sex marriage. 

Opponents raised concerns about religious liberty and free speech protections. While some Republican members were 

satisfied with the amendment passed in an attempt to protect religious freedom, many conservatives remained opposed 

when stronger protections by several other senators failed to pass.  

Ryan Bangert, Alliance Defending Freedom’s Senior Vice President of Strategic Initiatives, said, “This dangerously 

cynical and completely unnecessary bill is a direct attack on the First Amendment. It does nothing to change the legal 

status of same-sex marriage anywhere. But it undermines religious freedom everywhere and exposes Americans 

throughout the country to predatory lawsuits by activists seeking to use the threat of litigation to silence debate and 

exclude people of faith from the public square.” ADF contends that the Act “further embeds a false definition of marriage 

in the American legal fabric” and “opens the door to federal recognition of polygamous relationships,” among other 

concerns. They believe its passage will make religious liberty and free speech cases harder to win. Read more here and 

here. 

H.R. 8404 first passed the House in July, when local Rep. Darrell Issa was one of 47 Republicans joining Democrats, 

voting in favor of the bill. Due to Senate amendments, the bill must now go back to the House for a concurrence vote 

expected December 7. If this bill concerns you, consider contacting your member of Congress soon. Find him or her here.  
 

In the Courts 
High Court 2023 Docket Promises Another Dramatic Session – It’s hard to imagine a year more filled with notable and 

controversial Supreme Court rulings than the last but, looking ahead to what the high court has agreed to hear so far, we 

can probably count on more excitement. One key case is 303 Creative LLC v. Elenis. Here the court will decide whether a 

public accommodation law violates a web designer’s First Amendment freedoms of speech and religion by compelling her 

to create a website for a same-sex wedding. Two cases heard on October 31 involve affirmative action in college 

admissions. Other cases involve the Voting Rights Act, gerrymandering, and immigration policy. Read more here.  
 

In the News 
Poway Unified Requires Staff Attendance at TransFamily Training – In recent years, increasing numbers of public 

school districts in our state have required teachers to attend training that does not conform to the biblical values many of 

them hold. Several area teachers have even shared their discomfort with the BCC Briefing and provided copies of those 

training materials. Now, news reports have highlighted information from a public records request for a copy of a 

memorandum of understanding between Poway Unified School District (PUSD) and TransFamily Support Services (TFSS). The 

$3,000 contract states that TFSS has provided staff training and assisted in forming Gay-Straight Alliance clubs on campuses. It 

requires the district to “support TFSS trainings and activities throughout PUSD.” Read the contract and find out more here and here.  

In a related matter, earlier this year PUSD parents created a database of books with age-inappropriate content available through 

the district’s libraries and websites to share their concerns with the PUSD board. These issues speak to the need for parents to stay 

vigilant by knowing their children’s teachers, attending board meetings, and researching all the curricula and materials being used in 

their children’s classrooms and on their school sites. Read more here.   
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