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This briefing is strictly for your information. It is a summary of some current public policy issues, including pending 

legislation, that involve moral and biblical principles. While suggested action may be included from time to time, no 

specific position by EFCC is implied. Find contact and subscription information at the end of this document.  
 

In California 
New Session Offers More Controversial Bills – By the February 17 deadline, more than 2,600 bills had been introduced, 

in addition to many resolutions and constitutional amendments. Here are two of note: 
 

Prolife Centers and Clinics – Last year’s Future of Abortion Council recommendations resulted in more than a dozen 

bills expanding abortion access that are now law. As we reported last month, an addendum to that document calls for state 

funding “to address harmful misinformation and services by crisis pregnancy centers” with the goal of harming their 

work. Now, AB 315 seeks to do just that. The bill would prohibit any legal entity from advertising “using a false or 

misleading statement related to the person’s provision, or lack of provision, of abortion.” The vague definitions in the bill 

could apply to any ministry or, presumably, a church that provides “health counseling related to pregnancy.” Any 

violation would be considered an “unfair business practice” that could subject the pro-life organization to fines of at least 

$1,000 plus attorney’s fees for each occurrence. Complaints could be lodged by anyone under a private right of action, 

whether they have had any contact with the service or not. Kevin Snider, chief counsel for Pacific Justice Institute stated, 

“This bill seeks to suffocate government-despised prolife speech by forcing crisis pregnancy clinics into a quagmire of 

litigation. Politicians and pro-abortion lobbyists now threaten to drown these clinics by fines and expensive legal battles.” 

(Read more here.) AB 315 has been assigned to the Assembly Judiciary Comm. While there is no hearing date yet, you 

may still share your views with the committee. See a “how-to” video at the end of this article.  

The attack on these pro-life ministries is not just coming from the state, but from the Associated Press whose style 

guide, used by journalists across the ideological spectrum, calls for writers to either place “crisis pregnancy center” in 

scare quotes or employ the term “anti-abortion center.” Thomas Glessner, president of National Institute of Family and 

Life Advocates stated, “If they actually cared about integrity, they would know that pregnancy centers seek to help 

women who are facing unplanned pregnancies with material and emotional support. Many centers also provide medical 

services for free.”  
 

State Control of Local Schools – Currently, local school boards – elected by their communities – determine, within state 

guidelines, what is taught in their district, as well as what materials are used in classrooms and housed in school libraries. 

Over the past few years, an increasing number of parents have raised concerns about classroom content, such as critical 

race theory and LGBTQ themes and age-inappropriate (even pornographic) books in school libraries. Last September, 

parents raised concerns about books in the Poway Unified School District and this has led to other parents delving into 

their own school materials, asking their local school boards to act to protect young minds. Parents in Oceanside 

confronted their board earlier this month. Rather than honoring parental involvement and input, the pushback from parents 

has prompted one lawmaker to suggest moving more control to the state. Assemblyman Corey Jackson (D-Perris) 

introduced AB 1078 which states, “Commencing with the 2024–25 school year, the governing board of a school district 

shall only remove books, publications, or papers from schools and school libraries with approval from the state board and 

in compliance with other procedures developed by the state board…” The bill also requires local boards to adopt only 

materials that include the contributions of people of all gender expressions. AB 1078 has not yet been assigned to 

committee.   

Find the current status of these bills and others in several different topic areas, at 

judeochristiancaucus.com/bills-and-resolutions. To find out how to submitting a letter for or against California legislation 

as an individual or on behalf of a group, watch this short video.  (Referral for informational purposes only, does not imply 

an endorsement by EFCC of the opinions, positions or contents of the site.) 
 

In Congress 
FL Rep Introduces Bill to Protect Women in Sports – On February 1, Rep. Greg Steube (R-FL) introduced the Protection 

of Women and Girls in Sports Act (H.R. 734). The full text is still pending, but the intent is, “To amend the Education 

Amendments of 1972 to provide that for purposes of determining compliance with title IX of such Act in athletics, sex 

shall be recognized based solely on a person's reproductive biology and genetics at birth.” Alliance Defending Freedom 

(ADF) Senior Counsel Christiana Kiefer said regarding the bill, “Allowing males who identify as female to compete in 

girls’ sports destroys fair competition and erases women’s athletic prospects. We commend Rep. Steube and his 

colleagues for introducing the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act, commonsense legislation that clarifies this 

important but simple truth. As we continue to witness increasing incidents nationwide of males dominating girls’ athletic 
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competitions, it is imperative to affirm that biology, not identity, is what matters in athletics.” H.R. 734 has been referred 

to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.  
 

In the Courts 
Federal Court Agrees to Rehear Female Athletes’ Case – In addition to the pending federal legislation, a lawsuit on 

behalf of four female athletes in Connecticut is being heard by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit. Male athletes 

began competing in girls’ high school track in 2017. Over a period of three years, two males broke 17 girls’ track records 

and took 15 women’s state track titles. ADF has represented four of these athletes in Soule v. Connecticut Association of 

Schools. Last December, a three-judge panel ruled against the girls but, on February 13, the full court agreed to rehear the 

case. ADF’s Christiana Kiefer said of the court’s announcement, “Eighteen states have enacted laws that protect women 

and girls from having to compete against males, and polls show that a majority of Americans agree that the competition is 

no longer fair when males are permitted to compete in women’s sports. Every woman deserves the respect and dignity 

that comes with having an equal opportunity to excel and win in athletics, and ADF remains committed to protecting the 

future of women’s sports.” Read more here.  
 

Christian Colleges Prevail in Challenge to Their Religious Exemption – Federally-funded education programs must 

adhere to Title IX, which is a nondiscrimination statute. Title IX also provides a narrow religious exemption for schools 

whose tenets conflict with aspects of the federal law. Accordingly, Christian colleges have used this exemption to hold to 

their faith in areas such as sexual morality, gender and marriage while still receiving federal benefits for their students, in 

the form of tuition grants and federal student loans. In 2021, a total of 44 current and former students identifying as 

LGBTQ from more than 20 colleges filed a class-action lawsuit against the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) 

claiming abuse and unsafe conditions at Christian schools. In Hunter v. U.S. Department of Education, the students held 

that the exemptions amounted to the federal government endorsing discrimination. Because 18 of the schools were 

affiliated with the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities, the council joined the DOE’s lawsuit to defend the 

exemption.    

 Last month, a federal court dismissed the case, allowing students to continue to direct their federal assistance to the 

faith-based institutions they desire to attend. ADF Senior Council David Cortman stated, “A federal district court today 

rightly rejected an unfounded assault on the religious freedom of faith-based educational institutions. Title IX, which 

applies to schools receiving federal financial assistance, explicitly protects the freedom of religious schools to live out 

their deeply and sincerely held convictions. A group of activists asked the court to strip that protection away from schools 

that educate the next generation and advance the common good. The court correctly concluded that Title IX’s religious 

liberty exemption doesn’t violate any of the plaintiffs’ claimed rights.” Read more here.  

Pray – Father, we praise You that Christian students may continue to use their federal loans and grants at many fine 

faith-based universities. Please guide these institutions in fulfilling their mission to graduate young people who will honor 

You as they serve their communities with the gifts and talents You have given them. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 
 

In the News 
Two States Ban Gender-Affirming Care to Children – Two governors have signed bills to ban minors from receiving 

gender-affirming medical care in recent weeks, and many more states are considering similar measures. Utah Gov. 

Spencer Cox signed a bill banning transgender surgeries for minors. The measure also prohibits minors who were not 

diagnosed with gender dysphoria before a certain date from receiving hormone treatments. Cox told Meet the Press, “It’s 

not just about providing care; it’s about whether we might potentially be harming young people, not having enough 

evidence to see what the long-term results of this are and providing better psychiatric help for those young people who are 

going through this.” Read more here. South Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem also signed a bill barring minors from receiving 

hormone treatments and gender transition surgeries. Clinicians violating the ban could lose their license and face civil 

action. Noem stated, “South Dakota’s kids are our future. With this legislation, we are protecting kids from harmful, 

permanent medical procedures.” Read more here. 
 

Whistleblower Speaks about Gender Clinics – The America Association of Pediatrics and American Medical Association 

remain supportive of transgender care for youth. But voices of the “de-trans” community are increasing and now a former 

case manager at the St. Louis Gender Clinic has exposed what she calls “morally and medically appalling” treatment. 

Jamie Reed is 42 and considers herself “a queer woman, and politically to the left of Bernie Sanders.” In a lengthy opinion 
piece, Reed states, “By the time I departed, I was certain that the way the American medical system is treating these 

patients is the opposite of the promise we make to ‘first do no harm.’ Instead, we are permanently harming the vulnerable 

patients in our care. Read her story here.  
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Penny Harrington (penny.harrington@cox.net ; 760.224.4744  www.efcc.org/biblical-citizenship  
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