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This briefing is strictly for your information. It is a summary of some current public policy issues, including pending 

legislation, that involve moral and biblical principles. While suggested action may be included from time to time, no 

specific position by EFCC is implied. Find contact and subscription information at the end of this document.  
 

 

In California 
Legislative Hearings Begin – Most 2023 bills have now been assigned to committee and will soon be heard. An easy way 

to make your voice heard on legislation you support or oppose during the committee process is to submit a letter 

(personally or on behalf of your business or organization) through the legislative portal at 

calegislation.lc.ca.gov/Advocates. Just registering once allows you to submit a letter (PDF file) for any bill, making your 

opinion available to all committee members. Letters by individuals will be shown on the bill analysis as a total number of 

such letters received in support or opposition, but those submitted by churches, organizations or businesses will be 

specifically named in the list of supporters or opponents. Following are some education-related measures: 
 

Sexual Health Education to Include Abortion Resources – The California Healthy Youth Act already requires that 

public schools teach students about all pregnancy outcomes. AB 598 (Buffy Wicks, D-Oakland) will additionally require 

that schools provide students with local contraception and abortion resources in the form of physical or digital materials. 

They must also be given information on abortion during all stages of pregnancy “with an emphasis on positive community 

tenets such as inclusivity and support in conversations surrounding abortion or contraception.” The bill also requires that a 

module on sexual and reproductive health be included in the California Healthy Kids Survey in grades 7, 9 and 11. Note: 

Parents have the right to opt their children out of both the survey and sexual health education, but must proactively do so. 

AB 598 is assigned to the Assembly Education Comm. and will be heard in the next few weeks.  
 

HPV Vaccine to Be Added to Required List for School Attendance – While there is currently no pending legislation to 

make the Covid-19 vaccine a requirement for school attendance, AB 659 (Cecilia Aguilar-Curry, D-Davis) will require 

full immunization against human papillomavirus (HPV) for 8th grade enrollment in both public and private schools. The 

“Cancer Prevention Act” also requires insurance companies to cover, without cost sharing, the vaccine (Gardasil) and 

annual cervical cancer screening tests. HPV has been associated with cervical and other cancers in women and men. Some 

parent groups, while in support of the screening portion of the bill, are strongly opposed to the vaccine requirement for a 

disease that is spread through sexual contact and is not communicable in the classroom. They are also concerned about 

Gardasil’s efficacy, as well as adverse reactions and injuries. Seven legal cases regarding Gardasil injuries are pending in 

California courts, with scores of others across the country. Read more here. AB 659 is assigned to the Assembly Health 

Comm. Its initial hearing has been postponed. 
 

Three Bills Support Parental Rights and Involvement – AB 802 (Joe Patterson, R-Granite Bay) simply requires that 

schools provide parents with written notice of their right to examine curriculum and materials and post the same notice on 

their website. AB 1652 (Kate Sanchez, R-Murietta) is similar. AB 1314 (Bill Essayli, R-Riverside and James Gallagher, 

R-Chico) declares that parents have a right to be notified within three days of a teacher or other school staff becoming 

aware that their child has been identifying with a gender not his or her birth sex and/or has been using facilities such as 

restrooms and lockers rooms not aligned with the child’s birth sex. All three bills have been assigned to the Assembly 

Education Comm. with hearing dates pending. 
 

In last month’s Briefing, we mentioned these bills: 

AB 315 (Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, D-San Ramon) is an attempt to put pro-life medical clinics out of business through 

expensive fines and lawsuits. Amendments on March 14 improved the bill somewhat by requiring that a party at least be 

harmed before they can sue, but it remains a threat to pregnancy medical clinics. The bill will be heard in the Assembly 

Judiciary Comm. on March 21. Read more here. 
 

AB 1078 (Corey Jackson, D-Perris) will hamper local control of schools by requiring a district to receive approval from 

the state board before removing any instructional material, curriculum or even books from school libraries. AB 1078 will 

be heard in the Assembly Education Comm. on March 29. 

Find the current status of these bills and others in several different topic areas, at 

judeochristiancaucus.com/bills-and-resolutions. To find out how to submit a letter for or against California legislation as 

an individual or on behalf of a group, watch this short video.  (Referral for informational purposes only, does not imply an 

endorsement by EFCC of the opinions, positions or contents of the site.) 
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In the Courts 
Christian Teacher Fired for Refusing to Comply with Gender Policies – Riverside’s Jurupa Unified School District 

policy requires teachers to use preferred pronouns for gender-confused students and calls for teachers to withhold this 

information from parents if they are unaware of their child’s gender identity. Further, “transgender” students are permitted 

to use the locker room that conforms to their identity. When physical education teacher Jessica Tapia objected to 

following these policies based on her religious beliefs, she asked for a religious accommodation. The school district 

refused and fired her. Tapia said she wanted to teach so that she could “make a difference in a way that was priceless on 

young lives” But she had to make a decision: “Am I going to obey the district and their directive that is not lining up with 

my own beliefs, convictions, and faith? Or am I going to stay true, choose my faith, choose to be obedient to the way the 

Lord has called me to live?”  
Pacific Justice Institute has filed a U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission complaint on the teacher’s 

behalf. Tapia states that since going public about her lawsuit she has received support from hundreds of teachers “ready to 

die on this hill with me… and stand for the protection of children and stand for parental rights.” Read more here, here and 

here (includes video statement by the teacher). 
 

Chico Mom Sues District for Encouraging Daughter to “Transition” – When a fifth-grade girl shared with her Chico 

Unified School District counselor that she felt like a boy, the counselor failed to notify her mother, but quickly 

encouraged the 11-year-old to adopt a male name and pronouns. These are the allegations detailed in a federal lawsuit 
filed by the girl’s mother, Aurora Regino. Regino v. Staley is based on the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Clause 

and its protection of parents’ rights in directing the upbringing of their children. The suit asserts, “schools in the district 

are prompting students to question their sexuality and gender, facilitating their social transition to a new gender identity, 

and integrating this new person into the school ecosystem, all without informing or receiving consent from (the child’s) 

parents.” Regino is not seeking monetary damages, but an injunction against the policies that violate constitutional 

protections. The district believes it is following the guidance that the California Department of Education (CDE) has 

disseminated in its Q&A regarding the implementation of AB 1266 (2013). This bill related to allowing students to 

participate in sports and “use facilities consistent with his or her gender identity.” It made no mention of keeping 

information from parents. Yet, the CDE states with regard to AB 1266, “Pursuant to the above protections, schools must 

consult with a transgender student to determine who can or will be informed of the student’s transgender status, if anyone, 

including the student’s family.” As the lawsuit proceeds, Regino reports that her daughter is now doing well and again 

identifies as female. Read more here and here. 
 

Two Indicted for Threatening Pregnancy Resource Center – A federal grand jury has indicted two men who vandalized 

a Florida pro-life facility and threatened its staff. The pair spray-painted messages on the center, including “If abortions 

aren’t safe, than niether (sic) are you.” Other facilities were also targeted. Interestingly, the men were also alleged to have 

violated the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act because their attacks targeted a facility that provides 

reproductive health services. Generally, the FACE Act has been used to protect abortion facilities. If convicted, the pair 

could be sentenced to up to 12 years in prison and $350,000 in fines. Read more here.  
 

In the News 
San Diego Police Warn of Surge in Sextortion – During and since the pandemic, more children and teens have been 

using devices that provide access to social media. The harm from that access has been increasing as well, with as many as 

one in seven children being targeted. The San Diego Police Department reports a 200 percent increase in sextortion by 

online predators. Typically, this begins innocently with a child seemingly being contacted about school or shared interests. 

Over time the victims, many of them young boys, are lured into sending sexually-explicit pictures of themselves. They are 

then blackmailed for money by threatening to publish the images. Tragically, some victims have taken their own lives. 

Read more here and here. 

Parents, do your children and teens have phones with internet access? Talk to them about safety. Search their phones 

and other devices for any contacts, chats or photos that are suspicious. Be informed and keep them safe. Find out more at 

missingkids.org/theissues/sextortion. 

 

Pray – Father, the enemy is prowling about seeking to harm our children in any number of ways. Please give parents 
wisdom to keep their children safe. Protect vulnerable kids by providing strong Christian mentors and teachers. Draw 

those in positions of power to Yourself and move them to lead according to Your tenets and not what is culturally popular. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

This briefing was prepared by the EFCC Biblical Citizenship Committee. Referrals to websites are for informational purposes, and do not 

necessarily imply an endorsement by EFCC of the contents of those sites. To subscribe or unsubscribe, or if you have any questions, please e-mail 

Penny Harrington (penny.harrington@cox.net ; 760.224.4744  www.efcc.org/biblical-citizenship  
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