“A Tale of Two Cities"” Group Guide
Series: Revelation

Passage: Revelation 171 - 18:24

Speaker: Pastor Ryan Paulson

Date: October 5, 2025

ICEBREAKER: Share one thing that you do on a regular basis that is so familiar that you
do it without even thinking.

© 9
.\ Learning His Way: Discovering the Way of Jesus

1. Read Revelation 17:1-18:24 out loud together. What words or phrases stand out to
you? What questions do you have?

2. What “water” are you currently swimming in — habits, values, or assumptions that
feel normal but might actually be shaping you and drawing you away from Jesus?
Are there “currents of Babylon” that tend to go unnoticed in your life? How might
Jesus be inviting you to pay attention to those currents and follow him?

3. InJohn 17, Jesus prays for his disciples as he prepares to leave them and go to his
Father. Read verses 13-19. How can you, as a follower of Jesus living in this world, grow
in spiritual discernment to see beyond appearances and recognize what is truly of
God?

5’; Forming His Heart: How is God shaping my character and helping me to
grow?

4. If God were to lift a mirror up to your soul, what would you see? Who or what is
forming you?

5. Which of the following is competing for your allegiance? Sexual immorality, pride,
materialism, prosperity, empowerment? How do you sense the Holy Spirit forming
you instead toward humility, simplicity, and love?

6. Spiritual practices create healthy habits. Is there a practice that has helped you to
overcome the seductive pull of the world and be empowered instead by the Spirit?



&

e Joining His Mission: What is God calling me/us to do?

7. Isthere any Babylon-ness in you? Ryan stated, “The danger is not living in Babylon,
rather Babylon living in us.” What would it look like this week for you, for your Life
Group, to live differently within your own Babylon? Is there a specific act of humility,
generosity, or peacemaking that God may be inviting you to?

& Closing Prayer:

Pray for each other, our church, our nation, our leaders, and people around the world
to:

Resist sexual immorality
Resist pride

Resist materialism
Resist injustice

Resist violence

For further consideration this week:

What “one more thing” is drawing you? How does that “one thing” compare to what your
soul really longs for?

Recommended Reading: “What Does Your Soul Love?” by Gem and Alan Fadling
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