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This briefing is strictly for your information. It is a summary of some current public policy issues, 

including pending legislation, that involve moral and biblical principles. While suggested action may be 

included from time to time, no specific position by EFCC is implied. If you do not wish to receive further 

briefings of this nature, please unsubscribe as shown at the bottom of this document. 

 

Pastor’s Perspective 
By Pastor Scott Smith 

Recently two truths collided in my brain, and a remarkably simple and helpful solution emerged!  

By any measure, my wife and I are political junkies. We like to watch/read/listen to the news as well as political 

commentary (a problem arises, however, when people can’t discern which is which, and perhaps I’ll write about that 

sometime). However, what I have noticed about my own heart is that it sometimes gets anxious, worried and mad as I take 

in the news and views of the day. I don’t always like what I am learning, and it has an effect on me. I wonder, is it the same 

for you? The bottom line is that I don't like feeling this way after getting updated on the affairs of the world. So that’s one 

truth.  

The other one came my way as I was reading through Ephesians and reached 1:19-22. If you go look it up, you’ll learn 

that it’s about the strong truth that “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father” (v. 17) has raised Christ from the 

dead and seated Him at His right hand, far above everyone and everything and has placed all things under His feet. It’s one 

of the passages which clearly teach that “our Lord Jesus Christ” is large and in-charge. This reality always encourages my 

heart and drives out the emotions I wrote about before. 

So, what about the solution I mentioned? I realized that I do not always view the affairs of this world through the lens of 

Ephesians 1:19-22, and I was looking for a way to grow in that area. Here’s what I did. Wait for it...I wrote “Ephesians 1:19-

22” on a small piece of paper and taped it to my remote control. Simple, right? Now whenever I watch TV I am reminded to 

(1) praise the Father and the Son for what they have done, (2) reaffirm in my own heart that Jesus is Lord over whatever I 

am about to watch, (3) pray that His will would be done on earth as it is in heaven, and (4) recommit to following Him 

through whatever He chooses to allow. I have found that doing this brings a peace and a perspective that is both heavenly 

and helpful. 

And now, on to the update... 

In California 
Helping Ensure “Religion Is Essential” – As we informed you last month, State Senator Brian Jones (R-Escondido) has 

authored SB 397, the “Religion Is Essential Act.” This bill will ensure that under a local or statewide state of emergency, 

houses of worship, religious organizations and religious educational institutions are not discriminated against during the 

period of the emergency. It states that the local or state government must “permit a religious organization to continue 

operating and engaging in religious services to the same or greater extent that other organizations or businesses that provide 

essential services that are necessary and vital to the health and welfare of the public are permitted to operate.” 

SB 397 has been assigned to two policy committees (an uncommon third assignment was recently rescinded). The bill 

must pass both before moving to a floor vote. The first hearing will be in the Senate Judiciary Committee, but a date has not 

been set.  

If you’d like to support Sen. Jones’ bill, please click HERE to contact him and he will convey your support to the 

Judiciary Committee during a hearing later this month. Find more information and steps to take regarding this important bill 

here. 
 

Transparency Becomes Early Casualty in Education Committee – Policy hearings in Sacramento have only recently 

begun, but a pro-parent bill (SB 217) that would have simply required school districts to post sexual health education 

curriculum on their district website or parent portal is already dead. Sen. Brian Dahle (R-Redding) believed he had an 

agreement with Senate Education Committee Chair Connie Leyva (D-San Bernardino) to support his bill and also garner the 

support of her fellow Democrats. Last year, Leyva had spoken in favor of the transparency issue, but not the opt-in portion, 

of a prior unsuccessful bill authored by former Sen. Mike Morrell saying, “We agree with you; I agree with you on the 

online and transparency piece 100 percent…” Sadly, while she did vote with the two Republican committee members on 

March 10, the other four members did not support SB 217 and it failed. Reconsideration was granted, but the bill is unlikely 
to be re-heard. Current law does require schools to make sex-ed materials available to parents upon request, but many 

parents have reported that the information provided was incomplete and that scheduling a time to view the curriculum was 

difficult.  

 

Where’s the Boy’s Department? – If AB 1084 becomes law, you won’t find one in any large retailers. Assembly Members 

Evan Low (D-Cupertino) and Cristina Garcia (D-Downey) have authored this bill requiring retailers with 500 or more 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB397
https://sjud.senate.ca.gov/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1a286Itsa0ygF7DxiMVgxjNM2vx20Afq0Gp5qQV9Hs3hiQQ/viewform
https://www.californiafamily.org/religion-is-essential-act-sb-397/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB217
https://sedn.senate.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billVotesClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB217
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1084


employees to remove any sex-specific designations for children’s clothing, items and toys. The text states that “no signage 

shall be used within any undivided area where either childcare items, children’s clothing, or toys are offered for sale 

indicating the items are for either girls or for boys.” The penalty? If cited, the retailer must correct the violation or be fined 

$1,000.  AB 1084 will first be heard in the Assembly Business and Professions Committee. No hearing date has been set.  
 

Campus Abortion Implementation Plan Moves Ahead – Moving to higher education, when SB 24 passed in 2019, it 

required that all Cal State and University of California campus health clinics offer medication abortions by 2023. Even 

during COVID, these plans continue to move forward. The two-drug cocktail used in these early abortions (generally up to 

11 weeks) first blocks progesterone, killing the baby, and the second induces a miscarriage. UC Berkeley and UC Irvine 

already provide the early abortions on their campuses. The pro-life group Students for Life has offered to assist student 

health center employees who do not wish to participate in these abortions. Read more here.  
 

In the Nation’s Capital 
Equality Act Moves to the Senate – The House passed the “Equality Act” (H.R. 5) by a vote of 224-206 on February 25. 

The bill is now in the Senate as S. 393 with 48 co-sponsors. As you will recall from last month’s issue, the Act adds “sexual 

orientation” and “gender identity” to existing categories in federal antidiscrimination code for education, housing, business, 

employment, and more. In doing so, it will have profound effects on faith-based ministries and even churches. In addition, 

because the term “sex” will be redefined to include “pregnancy, childbirth, or a related medical condition,” the National 

Right to Life Committee warns that the Act “could be used to make abortions more available, expand taxpayer funding of 

abortion, and weaken conscience protections for health care providers opposed to participating in abortions.” 

Liberty Counsel Founder Mat Staver calls it “the biggest threat to religious freedom” he has ever seen. Read more from 

the Colson Center here and download a flyer from Alliance Defending Freedom here. You may also want to learn more 

about the Promise to America’s Children here where you can find out about gender politics in schools and how to protect 

your children and grandchildren.  

If this legislation concerns you, please contact our two U.S. senators with your views: Sen. Dianne Feinstein (202-224-

3841); Sen. Alex Padilla (202-224-3553). Download our “Communicating with Elected Officials” document to complete 

and save for future use here.  

Pray for the preservation of religious liberty, rights of conscience and protection of our children. These are unsettling 

times in so many ways, but God is in control. Ask that as we approach Easter there would be a renewed focus on the hope of 

the Christ and the solid ground that biblical precepts provide. He is able! (2 Sam. 22:31-33) 
 

In the News 
Bethany to Place Children in LGBT Homes – In a picture of how the Equality Act would force faith-based ministries and 

organizations to adapt or shut down, Bethany Christian Services, the largest Christian adoption organization in the U.S., has 

changed its policy to allow for foster care and adoption placement of adoptions by LGBT couples. In 2019, Bethany 

president Chris Pulasky told Christianity Today that the government runs the foster care system. He wrote, “At Bethany, we 

believe the Bible is the living Word of God, and we still believe in God’s plan for marriage and family as it is outlined in the 

Scriptures. At the same time, it is clear to us that Bethany cannot cede the foster care space completely to the secular world 

and leave children without the opportunity to experience Jesus through our loving care.”  

On the other side of the issue, Russell Moore, president of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission said, “The need 

is great for distinctively Christian adoption and foster care services, including that children need both mothers and fathers. 

Moreover, this move will harm already existing efforts to enable faith-based orphan care ministries to serve the vulnerable 

without capitulating on core Christian convictions.” Read more here. 
 

March Spotlight 
Each month we will highlight an organization on our Online Resources list. This month, we introduce Alliance Defending 

Freedom (adflegal.org). ADF’s attorneys are often quoted in our Briefing as they comment on key religious liberty cases 

winding their way through the courts. Founded in 1994, the organization “exists to keep the doors open for the Gospel by 

advocating for religious liberty, the sanctity of human life, freedom of speech, and marriage and family.” They have affiliate 

attorneys across the country providing pro bono (free) legal defense in religious freedom cases, as well as assisting 

policymakers and policy advocates with legislative issues.  
 

This briefing was prepared by the EFCC Biblical Citizenship Committee. Referrals to websites are for informational purposes, 

and do not necessarily imply an endorsement by EFCC of the contents of those sites. To subscribe or unsubscribe, please e-mail 

johnwaring42@outlook.com. If you have any questions regarding content, please contact Penny Harrington 

(penny.harrington@cox.net ; 760.224.4744) or John Waring (johnwaring42@outlook.com ; 760.480.9454) 
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